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changes. On taxes, there are powerful institu-
tions in Washington that would prefer to
keep the people’s money for themselves.

But I’m committed to moving forward.
The old saying goes, the President proposes,
Congress disposes; but in the end, the people
rule. If we want higher educational stand-
ards, if we’re to pass a substantial tax cut,
the people must make their voices heard.

Many of you have already telephoned your
Members of Congress or sent letters and e-
mails expressing your support for my edu-
cation and tax plans, and I want to thank you
for doing that. I hope you’ll keep it up.

The crucial votes on education and taxes
are still ahead. And many Members of Con-
gress are still making up their minds. Don’t
just send them what you earn; tell them what
you think. So I have a suggestion: During
the recess, many Members of Congress will
be holding townhall meetings, where con-
stituents are welcome to come and express
their views. You can find a list of these town-
halls at www.bushtaxrelief.com. If your Con-
gressman has a townhall scheduled, I hope
you’ll consider attending it. Maybe you might
want to bring a relative or a friend.

And I hope that if you do go, you’ll stand
up and let your representative hear from you
on school reform and tax relief. It’s good citi-
zenship, and it will make a big difference.

Before I close, let me send my best wishes
to all who will be sitting down tonight to their
Passover seder.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10 a.m. on
April 6 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 7. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 6 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Helicopter
Crash in Vietnam
April 7, 2001

Laura and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the crash this morning in central Vietnam
of a helicopter carrying 16 people, including
7 U.S. military personnel, who were on an
important mission to find and recover the re-
mains of servicemen missing from the Viet-

nam war. The families of the service per-
sonnel lost in today’s tragic accident know
better than most the contribution their loved
ones made in bringing closure to scores of
families across America. Today’s loss is a ter-
rible one for our Nation. Although not lost
in a hostile act, like those for whom they
search, they too have lived lives of great con-
sequence, answering a calling of service to
their fellow citizens. As we enter a period
of religious holidays across America, may we
remember their sacrifice and keep them and
their families in our thoughts and prayers.

Remarks Prior to a Cabinet Meeting
and an Exchange With Reporters

April 9, 2001

Federal Budget

The President. Good morning. I’m dis-
cussing the budget we’re sending to the Hill
today with my Cabinet. It’s a budget that pro-
tects taxpayers, protects children, protects
our surplus. It represents compassionate con-
servatism. It’s a budget that sets priorities.
It’s a budget that recognizes there are some
good programs here in Washington that need
to be funded.

For example, the budget provides a $21
million increase for food safety programs, $1
billion increase for Pell grants for low income
students, $350 million increase for childcare.
We help children whose parents are in prison
with a $67 million mentoring program. We
increase funding available to prevent child
abuse by 66 percent. We fight crime, $87
million increase for frontline prosecutors. We
give $75 million for Project Child Safe, which
is a program that provides gun safety locks
for families. It fights corporate subsidies. It
eliminates thousands of one-time earmarked
projects.

Washington is known for pork. This budg-
et funds our needs without the fat. It also
represents a new way of doing business in
Washington and a new way of thinking. The
budget puts the taxpayers first, and that’s ex-
actly where they belong. I’ll be glad to an-
swer questions.
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U.S. Navy Aircraft Incident
Q. Mr. President, members of your admin-

istration expected the crew to be freed over
the weekend. At this point, how can you not
agree with Chairman Hyde that they are hos-
tages?

The President. First, I just talked to Gen-
eral Sealock, who had a good visit with all
24 crewmembers. His report is that their
spirits are very high, that they’re doing well,
and that’s good news. Secondly, all of us
around this table understand diplomacy takes
time. But there is a point—the longer it
goes—there’s a point at which our relations
with China could become damaged.

Q. Is there any more that you can do or
say, sir?

The President. Every day that goes by in-
creases the potential that our relations with
China could be damaged. And our hope is
that this matter gets resolved quickly.

Q. Is there anything else you can do? You
said a week ago that it’s time for them to
come home. They’re still not home. What
else can the President of the United States
do to bring our people home?

The President. We’re working behind the
scenes. We’ve got every diplomatic channel
open. We’re in discussions with the Chinese.
It is now time for our troops to come home
so that our relationship does not become
damaged.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Brig. Gen. Neal Sealock,
USA, U.S. Embassy Defense Attache in Beijing.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Proclamation 7423—Jewish Heritage
Week, 2001
April 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Americans have long cherished our iden-

tity as a Nation of immigrants. The shared
values and aspirations of those who have

come to America’s shores have helped to
shape our culture, laws, and government.

The Jewish community has played a vital
role in our Nation’s history, tracing back to
colonial times. Many were active in sup-
porting the Revolutionary War and in settling
new territories and cities during America’s
westward expansion. Although initially a
small community, in time, millions of Jewish
men, women, and children followed. In flee-
ing persecution, pogroms, and the horrors of
the Holocaust, they sought a new life in the
United States where they could worship in
freedom and pursue their hopes and dreams
in peace. The many oppressions historically
borne by the Jewish people remind us that
we must remain committed to religious lib-
erty and tolerance for all.

As we celebrate Jewish Heritage Week, we
also recall the lasting contributions that Jew-
ish Americans have made to the arts, edu-
cation, industry, and science. Many of their
names are inscribed in America’s textbooks,
and the Jewish community’s rich heritage
and culture continues to enrich our society’s
national fabric. In many communities large
and small, Jewish families have shared their
resources, time, and talent to help others.
Their contributions to our national life and
character help make America a better place.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through
29, 2001, as Jewish Heritage Week. I urge
all Americans to join in observing this week
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 10, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 11.
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